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caution, the regimental chest- of the guards, an
authentic testimony in behalf of his honour ?
Has it been meant by the forgetfulness of this
distinction to add a new outrage to all the
ingratitudes with which some have sullied them-
selves, relative to this immortal Empress? Was
it intended to tax her with that levity, that silly
credulity, which blind confidence produces ? Alas!
in despite of all the defects which envy so gra-
tuitously imputes to her, Maria Theresa never
was surrounded by such an army of knaves as
those from whom all the rigour of the present
Sovereign cannot preserve us. So true is it that
gentleness and love, from a Prince toward his
subjects, are more efficacious means, to preserve
them within the bounds of duty, than all the
violent acts tyranny can commit.

I return to Szekely and affirm it is impos-
sible that this letter from the Empress Queen,
though in some sort the pledge of the fidelity of
Szekely, can serve as an excuse to the Prince
ot Esterhazy, whose personal negligence cannot
be justified. Did not his right, as chief of the
guards, impose it on him as a law to examine-
